LAW

QUICK AND EASY
PATENT PROTECTION

By Fred S. Steingold

Many inventors face a familiar conun-
drum: The creator doesn’t want a great
idea stolen, yet he or she is reluctant
to spend $5,000 to $10,000 (or even
more) fo file a full-fledged patent ap-
plication, using a patent attorney. They
feel that more time might be needed

to explore the commercial possibilities
of an invention before committing the

year. This is a do-it-yourself procedure
that lets you buy time before you
decide to make a bigger investment.
Similar to a full-blown patent applica-
tion, the provisional version is filed
with the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office (USPTO).

In their book Patent Pending in 24
Hours, attorneys Richard Stim and
David Pressman say that filing a provi-
sional patent application offers these

be spent on a regular patent ap-
plication

e A “Patent Pending” notice can

be used to head off competing
inventors

e Building and testing the design or
device can be delayed

e An official filing date for an in-
vention may be established

e The application is kept confidential
e The expiration date is extended if

benefits:

big bucks.

Fortunately, there’s an easy way to

the patent is later approved

resolve this dilemma. A “provisional e Up to 12 months can be taken to Stim and Pressman recommend that

patent application” can be filed, which decide if an invention will be profit- you begin the process by checking on

will safeguard a claim for up to one able and whether money should earlier patents so that you are not spin-

Decorative Mica Panels for Lampshades
and other Lighting Applications.

Buy direct from
the manufacturer.

Sheet sizes 18”x 36" and 36" x 36" in two thicknesses,.015”
and .030" Manufactured with clear natural mica or stained
natural mica. Employing shellac (for an amber appearance)
and epoxy resin (for a natural appearance).
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Mention that you saw our ad in
HOME LIGHTING & ACCESSORIES
and receive a FREE sampler of our
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757-244-7311 x 1 for customer service
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ning your wheels on something that's

not really new. You also want to avoid
claims of patent infringement by doing
research that can be conducted online

for the most part.

The Application Process
A provisional patent application consists
of two main parts: an illustration and @
description. The former can take one of
many different forms. Certainly, a line
drawing will qualify, but so will a flow-
chart, a schematic, or a photograph
— it must be understandable and fit in
a regular file folder. The description
or text can be written in plain English
rather than in the technical, formal style
required for a full patent.

The heart of the application consists
of four types of information:

e Parts or components

* How the parts or components

connect or interact

® How the invention achieves its
result

e Alternative ways, if any, that the
intended outcome can be achieved

The application may be written in
the first person and the use of bulleted
lists is advisable, as they are easier to
read. Have someone review the docu-
ment and offer constructive criticism.
If you're still uncertain, have a patent
lawyer look over your efforts.

Finishing Up

Provisional patent applications can

be filed by mail or online. Details

are available at the patent office site
(uspto.gov) or in the Stim and Press-
man book. For small businesses, there’s
a $100 filing fee; for others the fee is
$200.

Once a provisional patent applica-
tion has been filed, an invention and
its packaging can be marked as “U.S.
Patent Pending,” but this cannot be
done for longer than a year, unless a
regular patent application is filed. How-
ever, don't wait until the last minute.
At least two or three months before the
provisional period is over, start prepar-
ing your regular application if you're
convinced that your invention can be
profitable. A regular application may
still be filed past the 12-month deadline,
but some benefits will be lost.

Fred S. Steingold practices law in Ann
Arbor, Michigan. He is the author of
Legal Guide for Starting and Running
a Small Business and The Employer’s
Legal Handbook. Legal strategies may
vary depending on the state in which
you live and the specifics of your situa-
tion. See your lawyer for legal advice.
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“The Touchless Sensor Dimmer Switch”

This NEW 22" Century Patented Technology, for use in most fable

and floor lamps , incorporates a unique infrared Sensor (movement
activated) that switches the lamp on or off by simply passing your
hand over the sensor lens. Sensor also has a dimming feature that
allows you to dim lamp by holding your hand steadily over the sensor.
Repeating this motion again, brightens the light. No more reaching,

or getting up, or trying to reach under the shade o find a tun butfon
or 1o look for a switch to turn on/off lamp. Just wave your hand above
the sensor to turn lamp on or off.

Brilliant LED Designer Bulbs are available, as well, for replacing halogen
and incandescent flood and spot bulbs. Available in PAR 30s, MR1é6s,
PAR 20s, using only 3 Watts to 8 Watts of energy.

FEATURE
ATTRACTIONS
FROM
MILLER O.E.M.

GREEN ENERGY
SAVINGS —

22ND CE
PATE|
TECHNO

The technology you've seen in public restrooms is now
available for use in your own home.

LED Light Bars for replacing under cabinet fluorescent fixtures, half the energy of fluorescent,
last from 50,000 - 80,000 hours. LED Light Bars are dimmable, 110v, Brilliant Light, (Warm,
White and Cool White), slim-ine profile — you can attach additional light bars o one another.

LED T8 Tubes for refrodit of existing
T8 Fluorescent fixtures, using only
14 watts of energy per bulb com-
pared to 40 watts T8. No Ballusts
required, direct 110v connect.




